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- Changing Times 

S() wc have a situation In which the two biggest stories of 
the Carter administration are the Frost Interviews with 
Nixon and the Haldeman Imbroglio. Tliere's nostalgia for 
you. Haldeman falls from j»wcr ns Nixon’s coasigliere 
after trying to undermine the Constitution. Hamilton 
Jordan, It seems, will have to quit town for spitting on a 
woman. That’s what happens when you tr>' to dis^lve llte 
im|)crlal presidency: tlie Mann Act Instead of Abuse of 
Power? . 

Armpit’s Length 

Still, let us tr>' to get things in perspective. 

The New York Times, hot from denouncing check bwk 
journalism, spends vast sums — in the hope of making 
much vaster sums — buying the reminiscences of a 
convicted perjurer. 

Tlie head of tlie Times’s iniblishing subsidiary .says that 
his company. Quadrangle Books, did not feel “luider an 
ohligalion to clii*ck on the accuracy of ever>' claim or 
opinioq by an author.” 

Ill a three-column headline on its front page, the Times 
then biinners the absurd thLHjrics of the perjurer as 
important new's, next to a photograph of the jacket of the 
unchecked book published by its own subsiduirj’. 

Small wonder that Timc.s executive Sydney Gruson, no 
doubt suffased with the excitement of this seamless web of 
coqxirate self-dcaling, announced furiously that. ”Wc rc 
di«ippointed iliat the Posf decided to publish, since we had 
an agreement in which confidentiality was involved with a 
c*ompa.ay affiliated with the Posf. namely Newsweek.*' 

Can These Things Be? 

As for Newsweek, it Is rushing out its exceipls from the 
book of the axivicteii tx»rjuivr and announcing H. K. 
Hiildeman is “bieaking his siltMice for the fii'St ilinc.” Here 
we have a person wlio (a) testified tn’foiv a Senate 
committee; (b) testified at his own trial; (r) gave an 
interview to Mike Wallace — for which CBS paid — and 
who Is apparently only now', at long la.st, -breaking his 
silence for the first time.” 

Wlwi has been the end pnKlucl of all these ridiculous 
maneuvei*s? Enormous sums of money for the hmes, 
Haldeman, and his co-wrilcr, Joe DiMona. and a 
prepofiici-ous and solf-Boiving book, almo'il eiilluiy .silent 
on Hie Pile of Rebozn or of Aljplaniilp, spLCulatlve in us 
tnmsfer of guilt to Nixon and Colson, and gmtes(|ue in Us 
ess;j>“s Into diplomatic lustory, 

A Good Latigli 

At least The Washhtfjton l*ost slightly .salnitaged the 
whole <'om|»lex money-gal heriiig venniii* — and gave 
eveiTone a good laugh at the Thnvs'f> ox|>cnse. Not that tlur 
Time.s may not have lx»en warned that picimilurr leaking 
was )K?ssiiile. In Scranton, l*enn.sylvania. wlu'ie Haldc- 
man’s )hh»1< w"is being lx)und, it was the talk of the 
newf.rooms IxUh of the Scranloii Tribune and Hu* Scranton 
• that prior to the eiilerpii.siiig Nancy Collins’.s arrival 
ill to. Ml Mime Haldeman material w;is cimilaling. 

li .MTins that one of the rojwiirrson the Tribune told the 
iiiji*}i.‘. that she (or he) had tlie material — piesomahly 
.srnnvjded out of the binderv*. Tlie edilois .sail! Ili.'*y intnul- il 
lo Irivc iiullnng lo do with tlie great sc oop, thaf the Ti ibuiie 
V.VJS not in “lo rwiMloO** »*• I'*— ' 
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Agciils and I’aliont.s 

air.vliile. amid the ernlx’n? ol the llahl'iiinn ♦ pivotle. 


I 

• filling »•!■- wi till •#»••%» nffi ’ . 

^ w e must prepare for some coi nmol ion over Edwaid Jay 

\ ' 

I -V- ■ 

t I !/ io lu ii oi I j ^• '**'* T.'V 


\/ . v/6>i C (T 

' Etistein’s book Ijcgcnd: The SeeVet Uorhf of l/ee^UaTvey^ 
OsuKild. As is the mode Ihese days, th*' book's theories are 
going Hirougli traii.sinigv.it ions, eveii whih; iK’iiig readied 
for sale lo Hie public l>elwecn li.iiil c.iv(T.-». Urst, two 
weeks’ woiili of interviews with l ’,p.sK*iii hv Str-iiu Duncan 
in New York inagoiinc; ilicn luthlicatiuii Hiis wcuk ol the 
first Instnhneni of a version for The licadcr's Digest: 
finally, the l)ook itself m a few weelts. 

A major thesis of the book Is Hint H.e KGH. anxious to 
conce.il the fact that Oswald liad worked for it, dispatched 
Yuri Noseiiho as a “defcK’lor” to the United Slates slioilly 
after the nsr.assinathm with the claim that the KGB had 
iL'id no dealings with Oswald. Epstein is clearly |)ei suaded 
by the view of the counter-inlelligeneo section of the 
CIA— formerly headr d by James Angleton — that N<»cmiUo 
was merelv providing disinforinalion; hence that J. Edgar 
Hoover’s prizotl Soviet agent, “Fedora,” who confirmcjd 
asix?ets of Noseiiko’s story which later turned out to be 
false, is a provoi.*atour as wa.*U. “Fedora” still sits in the UN 
here in New Yoi-k, presunvibly i*eading these discussions of 
his loyalties willi some interest. Noseiiko, according to 
Epstein, is now hnndliiig 120 cases for the CIA. 

'Die thesis, evidently in part a counter-attack by the 
defeated forces of Angleton and associates on the Colby/ 
mst-Colby CIA, Is ali-e.uly caiuslng much annoyanw and 
turmoil: not least in the Washington Reader's Digest 
office, where resides John Barron. It was, after all, the 
Digest which publislic-d Barron’s tiGB, which relied 
heavily on Nosenko, now accused by another Digest author 
of being a Soviet agent peddling disinformalion. And the 
Wasliington office is also on extremely friendly relations 
with the FBI. which now stands charged in Epstein’s book 
of liavnng been the du|)e of a Soviet spy for many yeai-s 
and which is also portrayed as having l)chavGd with 
ludicrous incom|>etence in its handling of Oswald after his 
reliim from the Soviet Union. 

Also ex'iiressing annoyance will no doubt be Seymoui* 
Hersh of The Neio York Times. In his book, Epstein says 
somewhat baldly that Colby one day called Hersh Into his 
office and ”dhected Ilcrsh’s ntteniioii to the CIA’s pro- 
gram of opening mail from the Stivlct Union, which Iw 
admitK'd was illegal and which had been supervised by 
Angleton . . . After Hci-sh left his office, Colby called in 
Angleton and his chief assistants . . . and told them that 
tlie Times would lx? exposing their mail-o|x*ning program. 
He asked for Angleloirs rest giuit ion anil made it clear lo 
the assistants that they would not lx* promoted within the 
CIA. All accommodated liim by resigning.” Tims does the 
book rec-niit Hei'sh into Colby's manoiivers against Ang- 
leion and his counlcr-intelligence apixualus. 

Nodoiihf the nfspoasi* will bo that Hie Ixjok is a product of 
(he b.Troque and vindictive ima; 4 inaiioh of Angleton. 
broexiiug lo relirvrnont nmi«l hisorchiils. criuuigh I gather 
that even he scoriLs an alleged theory' of Norman ”The 
FroHier” Podhoietz that S-ulai’s peace trip to Jenisalem is 
pan of si'inc parHculaiiy diabolical Soviet ploy.) Still, it all 
iimkes foi Jin enjoy.ible spectacle — parHculaiiy If 
hearings triinspiiv on the Hill in which rcTiivd inenilxTS of 
IheCI/V .start proposing lli.il :i Soviet .ag.eni .still resides in 
Hie up|K*r veheloiw of tin* Jigeney list »y— ,i nntiou .strongly 
snggebleil in Kpsloiii’s Uiok. What c.mmu i alien Hiv H-te.im 
(mies wookl h.ivc Hi 'o! Fp.stvin’s irieml. Si aator Daniel 
Palrick Mo.Miihan, cviild make the caae a major issue iii 
his foiilH oiiiing race for Hie presiik ney. 

p'ootnnp*: fur Hie rtroixl, Epsiein does not suggest that 
the KGH pronipini Oavalil to n?».s-is>iiMt * Kennedy. He 
ludieve.s ( )- w;dd was Im- lone killef, and spivulales only hy 
vague iiiiplii :iM(»n abmt pis-sihlo spoo ^oi;v Tlie true theme 
ol hi ‘5 I t*''h U l».»w the FUI and flu* foimd eonimon 
giuiiml in cii gjmising a cuvcr-up after Novemlxjr 22, l%3. 
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